39O                       CATCHING THIEVES.                    CHAP.

tice, pretending that fairies beset thern likewise, and whir-
ling their heads as above-mentioned, contrive to make
money. Nay, I have heard, that they even, by various
stratagems under this assumed practice, defile other meifs
wives. They are a disreputable set.

CHAPTER XXXIV.
Concerning the art of detecting thieves.
There are a few excellent contrivances for this purpose,
by having recourse to which thieves are induced through
fear to deliver up stolen property.
When a person's property is stolen he sends for a thief-
catcher ; and should he suspect any particular individual,
he assembles together a few of his neighbours along with
that person. Then the thief-catcher having besmeared the
floor of an apartment with yellow or red ochre or cow-dung,
and sketched thereon a hideous figure of prodigious size,
selecting any one from among those employed in the cast-
ing out of devils (p. 329), giving it four frightful faces
(p. 330, pi. no. 3), he places a handmill in the centre of it,
having previously rubbed some assafoetida about the centre
betwixt the two stones. The upper stone of the mill is placed
obliquely, resting on the pin in the centre of the lower one,
or some cloth or flax is wound round the pin, about the
distance of a finger or two from the top, and on this the
upper stone rests, so that it appears as if suspended in the
air and not resting on any thing. He places near the mill
a few fruits, &c. burns frankincense, and places thereon a
lighted lamp, made by burning oil in a human skull-cap.